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MINISTERIAL ZEAL. 


* But it is good to be zealously affected always, in a good thing.” —GALAaTIANs iv., 18, 


Tus is general instruction, pertinently addressed to all mankind. 
The apostle directs it to his christian brethren of Galatia, and through 
them to such in every generation, as call upon the name of the Lord. 

It admits, however, of special application to the ministers of Christ. 
Their station, though honorable, is crowded with dangers. They are of 
like passions as other men, whether stimulated by hope or enervated by 
fear—elated with pride, or fired by ambition—corroded by envy or de- 
pressed by shame—they are exposed to the pressure of temptation on 
every side to intermit those labors for the regeneration of the world, in 
which lie all their honor and happiness. 

There is dignity in their official character. They bear the embassy 
of heaven to earth. Their investiture with office is from God himself. 
It becomes them to magnify it ; it gives them influence widely penetrating 
the bosoms of men, and of healthful or disastrous character, accordi 
to the fidelity with which its duties are di ed. At infinite h 
is the authority that binds them to activity overlooked, and i ence 

iven to the love of ease and the spirit of indifference to the results of 

eir ministry. “ How many ministers,” says one, “ lie‘down in their 
laziness, and wretchedly neglect their duties to better themselves and 
benefit others by preaching the gospel ! Idleness enervates and + 0 
the bent of the Spirit; the mind is benumbed by a useless and ignob: 
dullness !” 

I say not that “idleness” and “ dullness” are characteristic of the 
ministry of reconciliation at the present day. However individuals 
may be liable to such a charge, it is obviously untrue of the great body 
of those who sustain the office. Still, it has never been impertinent, 
nor is it now, to address them in the language of the text—* It is 
to be zealously affected always, in a thing.” And assembled as 
we are this day, “to stir up each other’s minds by way of remem- 
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brance” of the responsibilities resting upon us, and standing upon com- 
mon ground before God and “ the whole assembly and church of the 
first born,”’—with the solemnities of death, judgment, and eternity ga- 
thering around us, you will permit me, diffidently but plainly, to express 
my views, 

I. Of the importance of the work in which ministers are engaged, 

II. Of the zeal with which it should be prosecuted, and 

III. Of the motives that should influence their course. 

I. The importance of the workin which ministers are engaged. Need 
Isay that it takes hold on eternity, and affects the destiny of the undy- 
ing soul ? It involves the success of Christ’s mission to earth, and the 
glory of the Father. In its results. are bound up the interests of all 
holy intelligences. 

The world is in darkeness—and it belongs to the ministers of God to 
enlighten it, by reflecting the beams of the Sun of Righteousness, far and 
wide. By them is the whole truth of God to be declared, his will ex- 
plained, his authority enforced, and his counsels urged with constancy 
and power. 

The world lies in wickedness. Errors abound. Vice prevails. Idola- 
try and superstition cover the earth. Violence and destruction are cried 
through the world. Blood and carnage stain every page of man’s history. 
And whence comes relief? Reason has labored in vain and spent its 
strength for naught these 6000 years; civil law, sustained by public 
opinion, by constitutional authority, and even by despotic power, has 
effected no more than to impose a temporary and partial restraint on the 
discordant passions of men ; philosophy, learning, eloquence, all are im- 
potent to purify and ennoble man’s moral sentiments. The ministry of 
reconciliation alone can effect it, by laying open the heart to self-inspec- 
tion, by enlightening and arousing the conscience, by exposing the devi- 
ces of the wicked one—and by reiterating continually the demands of 
God in all their fulness and variety, and in all the terribleness of their 
sanctions. “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart,”— 
“ and thy neighbor as thyself,” are fundamental laws of God’s moral 
kingdom, which fall powerless on the ear, except from the lips of 
heaven-commissioned messengers. 


The world is under condemnation. Thecurseof God isonit. Burn- 


ing wrath is kindled ; the cup of indignation is filling up, and its over- 
flow must wrap every labor and every hope of man in consuming fire 
—a fire that can never be quenched! To proclaim this fearful fact—to 
indicate the way of escape—to urge the duty of humiliation—to unveil 
the glories of the’ God incarnate, and conduct the guilty to the Foun- 
tain filled from Emanuel’s veins, is the high office of God’s ministry. 
And then, the Lord God hath chosen a special people unto himself, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people to show forth his 
praise. This “ flock of God” is to be fed with knowledge and under- 
standing, with the pure milk of the word, or with strong meat, as they 
may be able to bear it, and not with the soiled waters of strife, or the 
dry bones of a vain philosophy. As Moses guided the people of Israel 
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through the wilderness like a flock by the skilfulness of his hand, so it 
belongs to the minister of God in all generations, to lead his flock into 

een pastures and beside still waters, directing their movements wisely, 
and defending them from the boar out of the wood and the wild beast of 
the field, till they reach that 





“ land of pure delight 
Where saints immortal reign.” 


Deeper counsels than those of man indeed, determine the condition, 
the duties, the consolations, and the destiny of the church. For before 
the world began, she occupied the thoughts, and engrossed the love of © 
the Eternal Mind. And in her bosom dwells the Holy Spirit, cherishing 
the same principles of hallowed action that guided the steps of her Re- 
deemer ; and angels love to minister to her sons and daughters as when they 
hastened Lot from Sodom, released Peter from prison, conducted Laza- 
rus to Abraham’s bosom, and revealed the purposes of God to the exile 
of Patmos. Still the treasures of truth and consolation are committed to 
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and 
that he may be glorified while man is humbled. On the ministers of 
God it devolves to go forth by the footsteps of the flock, and feed the 
kids beside the shepherd’s tents. 


“ He is the man by God 
The Lord commissioned to make known to men 
The eternal counsels : to offer terms 
Of pardon, grace, and peace, 
To teach the ignorant soul: to cheer the sad; 
To give the feeble strength, the hopeless hope ; 
To help the halting, and to lead the blind ; 
To warn the careless, heal the sick of heart, 
Arouse the indolent, and on the proud 
And obstinate offender, to denounce—the wrath of God.” 





In a word—to him it belongs to advance “the everlasting kingdom 
of God,”—to dissipate the darkness of the world and diffuse the light of 
heaven—to remove the curse from the habitations of men, and put into 
the lips of earth’s perishing millions that song of salvation, whose echo 
shall draw forth the Alleluias of the myriads about the throne. 

II. The zeal with which this labor ought to be prosecuted. 

It has its foundation in unfeigned piety toward God—a heartfelt 
conviction of evangelical truth—and habitual communion with the 
realities of the invisible world. Unless the piety of the minister be sin- 
cere, like Hophni and Phinehas, he will make the sacrifice of the Lord 
to be abhorred, and the worship of the sanctuary to be abandoned. Un- 
less it be fervent too, he will never declare the counsels of God with the 
spirit that “ makes the very stones to weep,” nor elevate the standard 
of christian character, so as to command the co-operation of his breth- 
ren, and inspire the confidence of the unbelieving. Do not the pecu- 
liarities of his station bind him to eminent holiness? And has he not 
every advantage to attain it ? 

A main support of ministerial zeal is knowledge. That the man of 
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God may be perfect, he must be thoroughly furnished ; from a child he 
must have known the holy scriptures ; and have learned experimentally 
that they are profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness. “ The priest’s lips should keep knowledge.” 
So has God ordained. An acquaintance with the oracles of God, in the 
languages which originally conveyed them to men—and an acquaint- 
ance with the sciences, and with polite literature—with the history of 
nature, and of man, in all his generations, is of no small value to the 
minister of God. If the priests of ancient idolatry devoted themselves, 
within the seclusion of their temples, to the study of their religions, 
fabulous and chaotic as they were, in order to maintain their influence 
over the deluded population—how much more should the minister of 
Christ be careful to bring forth from his treasures things new and old 
for the conviction of the unbeliever and the edification of the saints! If 
Apelles kept his vigils, and touched and retouched his pictures without 
weariness, under the vain impression that he labored for eternity—how 
much more does it become the servant of God, assured that the fruit of 
his labors will survive the shock of elements and the crush of worlds, to 
use diligence in storing his mind with all the knowledge that will aid 
him to illustrate and enforce those everlasting truths, by which alone 
man can be made wise unto salvation ! 

Nor can ministerial zeal be maintained without fervent and effectual 
prayer ; it is the breath of the renovated spirit—and the indispensable 
guardian of the soul in its approaches to the tree of knowledge. The 
man who spent three hours a day in communion with God, might say 
with authority, that “to pray well is to study well,” especially when the 
devotions of the closet taught him to unsheathe the sword of the Spirit, 
and foil principalities and powers. If the heathen orator, who used to 
thunder and lighten in his harangues, and move the public mind at his 
pleasure, yet never ventured to speak in the forum, till he had first be- 
sought the gods to assist him—shall the christian preacher presume to 
come before his congregation, without first invoking assistance from on 
high ? “ An undevout astronomer is mad;” how much more an unde- 
vout preacher of the eternal truths of Revelation! The hosts of Ama- 
lek had never been routed, nor the plague in the camp of Israel stayed, 
nor the sun arrested over Gibeon, nor the life of Hezekiah lengthened, 
nor the salvation of Josiah effected, but by fervent prayer! And shall 
any zeal of the servant of God save souls from death and hide a mul- 
titude of sins, if it be not sustained by the spirit of devotion ? 

Prudence is a close companion of true ministerial zeal.‘ No divinity 
is absent, if prudence be present,” was the maxim of the heathen sage. 
“ Be wise as serpents and harmless as doves,” is heaven’s injunction, 
never abrogated, though often forgotten. But while in private life, the 
minister of God should walk circumspectly, and in his public ministra- 
tions choose out acceptable words, and in all his intercourse with mankind 
adapt himself to their ever varying prejudices and caprices in matters 
involving no sacrifice of moral principle, he is equally bound to avoid 
the dissimulation of Peter, and the time-serving policy of the pusillani- 
mous Staupitz. Let him be “ full of eyes, before and behind’’—but let 
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him no more timidly shrink from duty than plunge headlong into dif- 
ficulties of his own creation. 

Self-denying and heavenly too is the spirit of the zealous minister. 
He keeps under the body, and brings it into subjection. He mortifies 
just, and bears the cross. A “voluntary humility” he shuns indeed— 
nor emulates the penances of Francis or Loyola, nor submits to the self- 
inflicted tortures of the priests of Baal, Thor, or Boodh ;—but 
irregular desires he suppresses—unhallowed passions he extinguishes, 
and aims to cleanse himself from all filthiness of flesh and spirit. It 
was the saying of the Jewish Rabbins, that “the spirit of prophecy 
resides not with any man whose affections are not raised above the 
world, and fixed on heaven.” And certain it is, that the spirit of the 
gospel ministry dwells not in any man, who “says to the gold, thou art 
my hope, and to the fine gold, thou art my confidence”—nor in him 
whose grand incentive to action is found in the incense of popular ap- 
plause. Shall the sons of Zion, whom God hath clothed in scarlet, 
embrace the dunghill ? Shall they teach others to set their affections 
on things above and set their own on things beneath ? He that, like 
Moses, has seen the glory of the Lord on the mount that burned with 
fire—or like the disciples, gazed upon Jesus transfigured before them, 
and heard the voice from the excellent glory, is tempted in vain to worship 
the golden calf, or accept the thirty pieces of silver. The charms of the 
world vanish. The glitter of gold dazzles the eye no more. The voice of 
the tempter falls powerless on the ear, and anticipations of glory, honor, 
and-immortality, ravish the soul. Truth fixes its seal on the saying of 
Augustine—* Leave all, and you shall find all; for everything is to be 
found in God, by him who for the sake of God leaveth everything.” 

Love, too, ranks high among the elements of ministerial zeal. Though 
one “speak with the tongues of men and angels, and have the gift of pro- 
phecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge,” he speaks in 
vain, if love warm not hisheart. “I love,” says Fenelon, “ the preacher 
who speaks for my sake and not his own ; who seeks my salvation, not 
his own vain glory ;” Moses cries, “ blot my name I pray thee out of 
thy book ;” Paul could wish himself accursed from Christ, for his 
brethren’s sake; and Jesus laid down his life, that he might save 
the world. Blessed examples ! and when the zeal of God’s house eats 
up his ministers, their labors will be begun, continued, and ended in 
love. Love will prompt their prayers in the closet-—their conversation 
at the fireside, their investigations in the study, and their instructions 
from the pulpit. No instrument of assault on the battlements of hell is 
effective like this. In vain does Rome attempt the subjugation of the 
fierce Northumbrians to the faith of Jesus by intrigue, and learning, 
and weapons of blood; but when she sends forth the solitary mo 
Aiden, unarmed, and full of the spirit of tenderness and affection, prejudice 
melts away before him, and the heart of the barbarian softens, till he 
pours forth the earnest prayer, lead me to Jesus! There is a love, that 
many waters cannot quench nor floods drown ; and when it animates the 
bosom of the Lord’s servant, it inspires a zeal which earth and hell op- 
pose in vain. 
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Fortitude and activity also enter deeply into ministerial zeal. If 
the grandeur of the object, filling the eye of the minister, admits of 
no comparison with aught that is earthly, so the weight of his respon. 
sibilities, and the greatness of his labors, have no parallel among the 
responsibilities and labors of the children of this world. He has ene- 
mies to encounter and difficulties to overcome that lie in the pathway 
of no other man. Within him, and about him, and beneath him, 
opposing influences rise up, sufficient to overwhelm any spirit unsus- 
tained by power from on high. His own strength is weakness—his 
wisdom folly. Evil passions agitate him. Inward corruption affrights 
him. The conflict rages between the law of the mind and the law in 
the members, till often he exclaims, “O wretched man that I am!” 
And then, he meets brazen-faced ignorance at every turn—stubborn 
prejudice—fixed enmity to God—confirmed habits of sin—aboundin 
errors in forms as various and in spirit as malignant as the gods of the 
heathen—wiles and stratagems as numerous as the inventive genius of 
Apollyon can devise—all to be overpowered and cast out of the way 
ere he can raise the shout of victory, and lay aside his armor. 

If the soldier would be crowned with laurels—if the politician or the 
statesman would wield a permanent influence over a nation’s destinies 
— if the merchant, the mechanic, or the husbandman, would reap a 
golden harvest from their toils, they must cherish the spirit that never 
tires, the energy that never yields, the courage that never fails, in the 
presence of difficulties however formidable. More necessary far, is a 
fortitude that no adversity can subdue, and an activity that no labors 
can exhaust, in the leaders of God’s sacramental host. Accumulated 
obloquy and reproach must be patiently borne—the indifference of 
friends must be calmly overlooked—the treachery and violence of ene- 
mies must be quietly anticipated—the meanness and subtleness of sec- 
tarian animosity—the scorn and virulence of infidelity undisguised— 
the effrontery and madness of radicalism, and the fiendish blasphemies 
that flow out from human hearts against the God of heaven, have 
always marked the history of Zion, and summoned her defenders to 
earnest conflict and patient endurance. But under the guidance of the 
hallowed zeal that animated prophets and apostles, they have never 
been diverted from their course of beneficent efforts, nor betrayed into 
a base surrender of the interests committed to their charge. But ready 
to become all things to all men that some might be saved—cheerfull 
sacrificing private interest for the prosperity of Zion, and counting it 
all joy to fall into divers temptations, and suffer an eclipse of their own 
glory in the increasing splendors of the Son of Righteousness, they have 
gone onward from conquering to conquer. 

Who admires not the spirit of Moses, when, descending the mount, 
and saluted with the shouts of the idolatrous multitude, he broke in 
pieces the tables of the law, in token of his zeal for the honor of Je- 
hovah ! or the spirit of t lijah, when left alone, as he supposed, among 
the thousands of Israel, he addressed himself in terms of unmeasured 
severity to Ahab and Jezebel, and the priests of Baal! or the spirit of 
Paul and Barnabas, when waxing bold against the envious and blas- 
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pheming Jews, they exclaimed—“ seeing ye put the word of God from 
you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo! we turn to 
the Gentiles!” What fortitude, what heroism, what simple reliance 
on the guardianship of heaven was here! “ Many bulls compassed 
them, strong bulls of Bashan beset them round, who gaped upon them 
with their mouths as a ravening and roaring lion.” But their zeal for 
the Lord of hosts sustained them! Nor unlike this was the spirit of 
Ambrose, when he withheld the consecrated elements from the haught 
Theodosius, who had imbrued his hands in innocent blood; and the 
spirit of the venerable Moody, who preferred imprisonment and banish- 
ment from his flock, to the prostitution of his office and the desecration 
of the sacred symbols, at the command of the profligate Canfield. But 
why enumerate examples of heroic fortitude, when they brighten every 
page of christian history, and derive their sanction from Him who drove 
the money-changers and them that sold doves from the temple, with 
scourge in hand, and then laid down his life further to attest his zeal 
for God ! 

“ Had you all the philosophy of Socrates, the knowledge of Plato, 
and the morals of Epictetus; were you furnished with all the flow- 
ing oratory of Cicero, and with the thunder of Demosthenes; and 
could you employ all these talents in every sermon you preach, yet 
could you have no reasonable hope of saving one soul, apart from the 
spirit of hallowed zeal.” And undeniably it is the will of God that 
his ministers be as a flaming fire, and not as dead coals, nor even 
as live ones, covered up in ashes. In every good thing, let them be 
“zealously affected.” To give men deliverance from the second death, 
by directing them in season and out of season to the Lamb of God, and 
by pealing in their ears the thunders of a violated law, demands a for- 
titude and earnestness that no frowns of power can intimidate and no 
allurements of favor diminish. “I have discharged my conscience, and 
leave the event with God,” said Cromwell’s intrepid chaplain, while 
the Protector’s cheek colored with anger. And the terrible blast of the 
trumpet blown by Knox, what ire did it arouse—what threatenings of 
vengeance did it inspire—yea, and what tremblings too, throughout the 
hosts of the aliens—but the sculptured stone reveals the whole—* He 
feared not the face of clay.” ; 

Aside from a spirit like this, the highest order of talents will accom- 
plish little. Let the cause of the Reformation, three hundred years ago, 
have been committed to the hands of Erasmus, or even to the purer 
hands of the gentle Melancthon, and it had died in its birth. It re- 
quired the dauntless courage of a Luther, and the intrepid zeal of a 
Zwingle, to sustain it against the whole ecclesiastical and civil power 
of Europe ; and, combined with these, it demanded the caution of the 
wise Frederick, the indefatigable labors of the immortal Calvin, and 
the sleepless vigilance of thousands who counted not their lives dear 
to them that they might restore to Zion her pristine beauty, and dissi- 
pate the cloud which God had thrown over her in his anger ! 

Entering essentially, then, into that zeat which heaven approves, is 
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the spirit of unfeigned piety—the love of various knowledge, prayful- 
ness, prudence, self-denial, and heavenly mindedness, ardent love of 
the truth, and unflinching fortitude and activity in urging the claims 
of the gospel. “It is good to be zealously affected always, in a good 
thing.” 

But injustice would be done to the subject, were it not stated distinct] 
that there is also “a zeal which is not according to knowledge,” a wild 
and ignorant fanaticism, which rejects alike the controlling power of 
reason, common sense, and the word of God, a phrenzy of the mind 
which sometimes leads men into the fire and then into the water, while 
yet on their way to Jesus. It is the spirit of Miinzer, the self-styled 
servant of the Lord, when calling on the peasantry of Mansfield, to 
“ arise and fight the battle of the Lord,” he said, “heed not the cries 
of the ungodly !—be you pitiless ; fire-burns,—let your swords be even 
tinged with blood!—work while it is day!’ It is the spirit of the 
Israelitish captain, who said, “ Come, see my zeal for the Lord of hosts” 
—a spirit of self-glorification, whose chief characteristics are spiritual 
pride, self-ignorance, vanity, contempt of the teachings of experience, 
thirst for power, contumelious scorn of those whose opinions conflict 
with their own, and violent denunciation of all who question their 
measures. It is the spirit of Ignatius Loyola, or Emanuel Sweden- 
borg, who, rapt in an ecstasy of motionless abstraction, enjoy those 
revelations of heavenly mysteries that supersede the disclosures of the 
word of God, and inspire undoubting confidence in dreams and appa- 
ritions, and give to visionary delusions the force of divinely authenti- 
cated truths. It is the same spirit that in some assumes the form of 
the gift of tongues, in others, the power of working miracles; and in 
others still, a knowledge of the day when God shall come to judge 
men and destroy the world. Its forms are indefinitely diversified, but 
its nature and object are invariably the same—to glorify self, and 
enjoy it for ever! It drags the monarch from the throne to the clois- 
ter, and for sumptuous fare and mirthful minstrelsy, gives him the 
brown crust, the hard ground, the frequent flagellations, and the long 
groans of the ascetic. It drives the peasant from his honest and 
honorable ¢oi/, into the workshops of idleness, or the strifes of the bat- 
tle-field. It makes the wise man a fool, and persuades the simpleton 
that heaven has commissioned him to rectify all the disorders of the 
world. It fires the layman with an inextinguishable desire for pre- 
eminence above his brethren and the ministers of God, and it flatters 
the minister, that he has but to speak the word, and thousands shall be 
converted to the faith. 

True zeal is tender as well as bold. It is modest and affectionate. 
It is humble and devout—gentle and beneficent—meek and unobtrusive. 
Overlooking self-honor and interest, its aims are high as heaven, and 
far reaching as eternity. But false zeal is reckless and fieree—daring 
and denunciatory—pharisaical and lofty in its pretensions to superior 
sanctity and skill. Like the fabled Briareus of fifty heads and a 
hundred hands, it aims to climb the heavens and teach the Great Eter- 
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nal how to manage more wisely the complicated affairs of this revolted 

rovince of his empire. It works not the glory of God nor the welfare 
of man, but creates a fiendish delight throughout the realms of dark- 
ness and death, by multiplying the victims of delusion, and binding 
them over in chains to the power of the adversary, who goeth about 
seeking whom he may devour. 

Ill. ‘Fhe motives that should influence their course. 

1. The intimacy of their relations to their fellow men. 

Whatever circumstantial distinctions may exist in the human family, 
all men are brethren. Have they not one father? Have they not the 
same paternal instruction, and the same gracious encouragement to 
filial duty ? 

They are fellow servants, too, of the same master, and are placed in 
the same wide field of labor, subjected to similar toils, difficulties, 
changes, anticipations, and disappointments. 

They are also sufferers alike, from internal conflicts, from the evil 
passions of a corrupt world, from the fiery darts of the wicked one, 
from the assaults of disease, the fear of death, and the blight of every 
cheering prospect of earthly good. 

Their common reliance is on the atoning blood and prevalent inter- 
cession of the same High-Priest, and on the wonder working power of 
the same Spirit ; for all alike are by nature children of wrath. 

2. The zeal that heaven approves is the only successful antagonist of 
fanaticism. 

Such is the constitution of man, that he is borne along almost resist- 
lessly, in any direction, by the demonstrations of a ae and ener- 
getic spirit. Assuming that right is on the side of cowrage—and that 
the banner now floating on the breeze most proudly, is of course the 
banner of victory, he confidently unites his destinies with the man who 
fears nothing and scruples no measures that promise success. Hence the 
reliance of the military commander, the political chieftain, and the sec- 
tarian bigot, on boastful proclamations, and swollen estimates of their 
resources. Many a battle has been won, many a political contest has 
been decided, and many a religious sect has triumphed over its rivals, 
by dint of factitious excitement, thus created. On this principle rests 
the fame of a Napoleon, a Mazarin, anda Laud. Hence the untoward 
success of a Beda, whose impetuous spirit and overbearing violence 
secured to him the advantage in his conflict with the meek and simple 
hearted Berquin, and enabled him to fasten upon France the yoke of 
Romanism, under which she has crouched so restlessly for 300 years 
“ Fanaticism finds disciples everywhere,” and laughs at ordinary means 
ofresistance. Truth alone, though of heavenly origin, and arrayed in robes 
of white, is powerless in its presence. The zea/ that glows in angelic 
bosoms must attend her. The fire that kindles on heaven’s altars must 
surround her. Her ministers must be zealously affected in all that is 
good, or she retires from the field of contest to weep in secret places over 
her discomfiture. 

As is the reviler so is the Apostle, as is Mary Magdalen so is Natha- 
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niel, ere the grace of God, displayed on the cross of Christ, makes the 
difference. 

Through these common relationships, a mighty tide of influence rolls 
over the world, affecting its destinies, in correspondence with the moral 
dispositions from which it issues. And let the holy zeal enjoined on 
ministers of God, be always burning—let it impel to ceaseless vigilance 
over the interests committed to their charge, and to untiring activity in 
their labors for the conversion of the world,—and the wisdom of God 
in committing the treasure of the Gospel to such earthen vessels rather 
than to superior orders of being, will never be questioned. But—they 
must be “ zealously affected always,” else the end of their commission 
is not attained, nor will the destruction of whole generations of men 
be prevented. 

3. The possible loss of their own souls. 

Who so self-denying, devoted, and warm-hearted, as the Apostle of 
the Gentiles !—where the minister of modern times that dare to claim 
so large a measure of the spirit of Christ, and so pure azeal in the cause 
of human salvation, as he !—and yet, even he says—* So fight I not as 
one that beateth the air—lest that by any means, when I have preached 
unto others, I myself should be a castaway.” . 

Chrysostom hazarded the opinion, that but few ministers of his gen- 
eration would be saved. It was but the opinion of a man, and yet not 
formed rashly, nor uncharitably. Whether ministers are more holy now 
than then, is known only to the Searcher of hearts. But some things are 
clear. Their official station, however favorable to unusual attainments 
in holiness, does not exempt them from pressing dangers. Nothing is 
easier than the mistake of philosophical speculation for religious 
experience—of delight in biblical investigation for Jove of the truth—of 
popular favor for the approbation of God—of a zealot-like contention 
for the forms of faith, for an earnest contending for the faith itself—of 
the movements of animal feeling for the emotions of spiritual life—of 
copiousness in the language of devotion for fervency of spirit—of mere 
intellectual efforts, for aspirations of the heart to God—and of success 
in the ministry, for the seal of heaven on personal piety. 

In saving his elect, God often uses instruments in whom he has no 
complacency. And neither the orthodoxy of one’s faith, nor the warmth 
of his feelings, nor the success that crowns his efforts, forms satisfactory 
evidence of a personal interest in Christ. He must look beyond all this 
—into the depths of his spirit, and its secret communings with heaven, 
and its fervors of desire for the salvation of men, ere he can assure 
himself against the doom of the castaway. 

Says a shrewd and intelligent observer of “men and things”—* A 
Judas may remain for years undetected among his brethren and fel- 
low laborers ; and who can say but there may be traitors now, who 
sell their Master and the souls of men for a piece of money, and yet 
live unsuspected, and pass off the stage with a fair reputation!” Say 
not that the suggestion is uncharitable. Is there no reason to fear, 
that even in the ranks of evangelical religion those may be found, 








oe © 


~~ * eS, eA weet et Oe 


nae Chr eed Od on 


the 


olls 
ral 
on 
nce 
yin 
10d 
her 
hey 
ion 
nen 


> of 
aim 
use 
f as 
hed 


en- 
not 
OW 


ents 
ys 


—of 
tion 
—of 
—of 
ere 
cess 


; no 
mth 
lory 
this 
en, 
sure 


<6 A 
fel- 
vho 
yet 
Say 
ear, 
ind, 








MINISTERIAL ZEAL. 179 


who care more for the fleece than the flock—more for their ease than 
the salvation of souls—more for their popularity than the glory of 
Christ—and more for the interests of denomination than the enlarge- 
ment of Zion! Why else is there so much of restlessness and com- 

laint—of envying and strife, of indifference and indolence, amid all 
the conflicts of the church with an unbelieving world! Is there no 
treachery of heart toward Christ betrayed, when personal considerations 
are thus allowed to overrule the dictates of conscience and the commands 
of God? Where the actings of men in the cause of Zion are but 
spasmodic and occasional—where men look to revivals onLy as the 
sources of strength and beauty to Zion—where the affections are ha- 
bitually earthly, and the eye is “ ever downward bent,” and souls on 
their way to perdition, are but feebly instructed and coldly warned— 
is there not reason for gloomy forebodings? Is such the spirit that 
heaven approves? Is it prepared to join the song of apostles and 
martyrs ? 

4. The minister of God must pie. Does he know it? True. Why, 
then, is he not always “ zealously affected?” The honest hour that 
overtakes the man of humble occupation, arrests the official digni- 
tary; the iron-nerved hand has hold upon his heartstrings, and 
while he bows to the “ common leveller,”’ what shall sustain his de- 
parting spirit ?—the reflection, that, like Demas, he hath loved the 
present world ?—that, like Diotrephes, he hath aspired to the pre- 
eminence ?—that, like Hymeneus and Philetus, he hath perverted the 
word of God to gain himself a name? Will the retrospect of his 
domestic enjoyments, his literary progress, his hard-earned honors, his 
influence on the passing morality of the world, the applause of his 
congregation, the esteem of the learned and the great, or the incense 
of flattery that has burned on a thousand altars, console him then ? 

‘The foundation of his hope is to be examined with thoroughness, 
and the details of his intercourse with God and man—the motives that 
have swayed his life—the spirit that has pervaded his closet, his family, 
his study, his vestry, his pulpit, are to be reviewed, and his call to the 
sacred office—the vows he made at his induction, and the responsibili- 
ties he freely assumed, are to be compared with his subsequent doings ; 
and the grand question is to be settled for the last time in a world of 
hope—“ Am I, or am I not, a follower of the Lamb ?” 

O! that death-bed scene! On earth there is nothing like it! Whe- 
ther the monarch or the philosopher die, there is no thrill of agony or 
delight felt in other worlds like that created by the departure of the 
minister of God from the scene of his mighty responsibilities. Almost 
can the eye of sense discern the scroll in the hand of the recording 
angel, bearing on its flaming page the deeds of the summoned spirit, 
and the forthcoming sentence—* Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord !’—or, “ Bind him hand and 
foot, and cast him into outer darkness, where is weeping and gnashing 
of teeth for ever.’ The gay drapery of the world falls off—the airy 
fancies that had filled his imagination vanish away, and the material 
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universe, like a naked skeleton, stands out before him bearing on its 
front in broad capitals of lurid light the oft-forgotten truth—* Vani 
of vanities, all is vanity!” Around him mingle the angels of light, 
and the fiends of darkness. Heaven opens. Hell discloses its fiery 
deeps. All, all is solemnity now—whether “ the angel of mercy” 
bear the spirit triumphantly upward, or despair seize its victim, and 
drag him downward to realms of endless night! But, 

5. Then comes the day for which all other days were made—when 
the good man and the mean, the mighty man and the slave, the priest 
of the altar and the doorkeeper of God’s house, shall stand together 
before the bar of eternal judgment. “O, my soul! hast thou fought 
the good fight, and kept the faith—has the word of God been within 
thee as a burning fire, shut up in the bones—hast thou conducted 
others through tears and prayers up to heaven’s gates—have none 
perished through thy negligence, and love of ease, and fear of man— 
canst thou meet the Judge of all, and appeal to him, that none have 
stumbled over thy bad example, formality of service, vain glory and 
ambition into the world of woe? Hast thou no accusers there, who 
will testify—* You saw me in the way to hell, and held your peace— 
you knew me to be thoughtless, and did not warn me—to be presump- 
tuous, and did not rebuke me—to be entangled in the mazes of error 
and vicious indulgence, and did not extricate me ;—if you spoke, it 
was but to flatter—if you smiled, it was to secure favor—if you 
labored, it was for the meat that perisheth!” “Ah me! what cursing 
then is heaped upon my head by ruined souls, that charge me with 
their murder !”” 

Brethren ! it is no common guilt that attaches to the faithless min- 
ister. His opportunities for spiritual improvement, his necessary de- 
votement to sacred studies, his retirement from the more bustling scenes 
of life, his abundant converse with the pious and illustrious dead of 
past ages, and the countless motives to fidelity pressing on his con- 
science, impose on him obligations to eminent piety, stronger far than 
those resting on other men. And his means of usefulness how vast! 
The king on his throne wields not a power that stretches so far and 
wide over eternity as his; and the philosopher, with all his skill in the 
development of mind or matter, with all his knowledge of the earth 
or the heavens, can exert no influence that compares with nis, whose 
hand grasps the word of the Spirit, wields the thunders of the eternal 
throne, and scatters the lightnings treasured up in God’s storehouse, as 
he moves abroad among the habitations of men. And can such means 
of usefulness be misemployed without an accumulation of guilt that 
exposes to : 


“ Vials of perdition, poured measureless ?” 


But contrasted with this is the glorious reward of the man who is 
“always zealously affected” in the work of the ministry. The tears 
he sheds between the porch and the altar, his fearless movements 
between the living and the dead, the wrestling agony of his devotions, 
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his full and earnest annunciations of the truth of God, and his un- 
wearied industry in the work of the Lord, prepare him to shine above 
the brightness of the firmament, and receive the greetings of the 
myriads restored to the bliss of heaven by his instrumentality, where he 
shall enjoy 
“The promised crown, the romised throne, 
The welcome and approval of his Lord.” 
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By the Holy Ghost.”’—II. Cor. vi., 6. 


Tue gospel ministry sustain an office highly responsible, and 
unspeakably important. In the preceding chapter, they are styled 
* ambassadors for Christ ;” and to them “God hath given the ministry 
of reconciliation.” This is then their solemn commission : to transact 
for God with rebellious man—to reconcile him to his Maker. They are 
sent forth to proclaim this glorious truth, “ that God is in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto himself.” Never was embassy so momentous ; 
to countless millions, it involves issues of weal or woe, unspeakable 
and eternal. 

The ambassadors are sent forth with special instructions ; for “ God 
hath committed unto them the word of reconciliation.” Their instruc- 
tions require them, at their peril, to declare the doctrines which God 
has taught in his word; to proclaim what he has done, “ that he might 
be just, and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus ;” and what he 
is still doing, by his Spirit, to sanctify and save men ; to announce his 
fearful threatenings, and his gracious promises ; and to set forth the 
duties which he requires of man. 

In this chapter, the apostle shows how the ambassadors for Christ 
are to “ approve themselves as the ministers of God,” in all the trying 
circumstances, in which they would be placed, in fulfilling their minis- 
try ; “in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprison- 
ments, in tumults, in labors, in watchings, in fastings.” 

The phrase rendered “ by the Holy Ghost,” should be translated “ by 
a holy spirit ;” because, by the absence of the article in the Greek, itis 
left indefinite, and not restricted to the third person of the Godhead, 
and because the preceding and subsequent clauses all exhibit distinct 
traits of sein Ghani by which the ministry are to approve them- 
selves, and seem therefore to demand that this clause should be so 
applied. We shall, therefore, take this to be the meaning of the 
apostle, and the correct translation of the passage, and shall so consider 
it in the present discourse. 

The word spirit, when used as expressive of character, denotes the 
general temper, disposition, and feelings of the soul, directing the 
actions, and diffusing itself through them, imparting to them its own 
character, whether it be good or bad. Thus it forms the leading and 
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prominent feature of a man’s character, by which he is distinguished 
from every other man. Hence the scriptures use such language as 
this, “ The spirit of truth and the spirit of error,” a “ patient spirit,” a 
“proud spirit,” etc. And, in common usage, we characterize men in 
the same way, as of an angry spirit, a meek spirit, a reckless spirit, a 
cautious spirit, and the like. 

A holy spirit, in the ministry, is that habitual temper and feeling of 
the soul, which stamps a character of holiness on all their actions, and 
not a particular grace or act distinct from others. In short, it is the 
manner of their thinking, feeling, and acting in all things, agreeably 
to the word of truth and the divine will. To “approve themselves 
as the ministers of God,” is, by their spirit and deportment to prove 
themselves to be such; and thus to show themselves worthy of ap- 

roval. 

Our text inculcates a holy spirit in the ministry of the gospel. The 
subject presents itself in a twofold aspect: the one, as it embraces 
their spirit toward God ; and the other, as regards their spirit toward 
men. 

I. The minister of the gospel must feel and exhibit a spirit of devo- 
tion to God. This spirit will pervade all the feelings, affections and 
homage which we offer to God. The Spirit of God, enlightening our 
minds in the knowledge of divine truth, gives us just apprehensions of 
the glorious character of God in Jesus Christ, and these views excite 
correspondent feelings in us, such as godly fear, profound reverence, 
deep humility, ardent love, filial confidence, holy adoration, and grate- 
ful praise. This spirit will delight in God’s holy word and ordinances ; 
in prayer and worship, and in communion with him. There is a habi- 
tual going out of the soul toward God, to receive more of his fullness, 
and render unto him according to the benefits received. Where this 
spirit reigns, there will be found an anxious concern for the glory of 
God and his honor in the world; that his name may be revered and 
his laws obeyed. This spirit will subdue selfish and worldly thoughts 
and purposes. It will diffuse itself through all the thoughts and feel- 
ings of the man, controlling and directing them; and will be seen 
pervading all his actions. The piety of a minister of the gospel should 
be intelligent, deep, ardent, and active; and ever characterized by a 
spirit devout, humble, and submissive to God. 

A holy spirit of piety and devotion is an essential qualification of an 
ambassador for Christ. It approves him “as the minister of God,’ 
and commands an influence among men; because he thus proves him- 
self to be in reality what the sacred office requires him to be. No 
talents, eloquence, nor zeal can be an acceptable substitute for this. The 
minister of God should carry the heavenly unction of this spirit from 
the closet to the family altar ; from the family altar to the pulpit ; and 
from the pulpit to his daily intercourse with souls. This spirit, cherish- 
ed and animated by the Holy Ghost, can alone prompt him to the 
habitual discharge of his duties as a man, and make his self-denial 
and arduous duties, as a minister of God, both easy and delightful. 


And while he is careful to furnish his mind with stores of knowledge, 
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that he may draw from his “ treasury things both new and old,” he 
must be more than careful, he must be anxious, that, by the help of 
the Spirit of the Lord, his heart may be enriched with all the heavenly 
graces. In a word, he should feel, and feel at all times, that his all is 
in God, and ,from God, both for his personal holiness and happiness, 
and for his official fidelity and usefulness. 

If. A holy spirit in the minister of the gospel has respect also to his 
fellow men, and may be denominated a spirit of benevolence. He 
should entertain an affectionate feeling for the church of Christ, as his 
body, the depository of his glory on earth, and the “light of the 
world.” His sympathy with her should lead the minister of God to 
feel, as did the captives at Babylon: “If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, 
let my right hand forget her cunning ; if I do not remember thee, let 
my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I prefer not Jerusalem 
above my chief joy.” Or, with David, to pray, “ peace be within thy 
walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. For my brethren and com- 
panions’ sakes, I will now say, peace be within thee.” The purity, 
_ peace, and efficiency of the church lie near his heart. When he sees 
Zion in tribulation, he suffers with her ; when her ways mourn, his 
soul is pained within him. He earnestly desires to see all her children 
“ dwelling together in unity ;” her “ priests clothed with salvation ;” 
and herself “looking forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as 
the sun, and terrible as an army with banners.” His spirit is as the 
spirit of Isaiah, who resolved, “for Zion’s sake will I not hold my 
peace ; and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until the righteousness 
thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burneth.” 

1. The minister of God should feel a spirit of benevolence toward the 
impenitent. They are “condemned already, and the wrath of God 
abideth on them.” They are liable every moment to become the prey 
of the “ worm that dieth not, and the fire that is not quenched.” God, 
in his rich mercy, has given them a Savior and a day of grace; and 
in this short, and to them, uncertain day, is involved their eternal des- 
tiny, and yet, as they seem unmoved by their perilous condition, the 
minister of God cannot be unconcerned ; he feels for them, and weeps 
and prays over them. While they are stiff-necked and rebellious, he 
is bowed down under a view of their sin and danger. Like afflicted 
Jeremiah, he often cries out, “ O that my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain 
of the daughter of my people.” Or, in the language of Queen Esther, 
he cries in agony to God, “ How can I endure to see the evil that shall 
come unto my people? or how can I endure to see the destruction of 
my kindred?” In the spirit of benevolence and commiseration, the 
minister of the gospel feels, in some measure, as God feels, and 
exhorts perishing sinners, in the words of God; “ As I live, saith the 
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked ; but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live; turn ye, turn ye, from your 
evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” And when he 
sees multitudes still regardless of God, and reckless of their own ever- 
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Jasting interests, he adopts the language of the compassionate Jehovah, 
«How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, 
Jsrael ?”’ Nothing is more painful to the minister of God than to be 
compelled, by the persevering obduracy of sinners, to give up the hope 
of their salvation. When he sees their hardness of heart, and consid- 
ers the destruction which awaits them, and which may be very near, his 
feelings are similar to those of the compassionate Jesus, who, “ when 
he was come near Jerusalem, beheld the city, and wept over it, say- 
ing, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.” 
Nevertheless, God saith unto his minister, “ Thou shalt speak my 
words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will for- 
bear.” Their sin and danger must be set before them; the infinite 
fullness of the atonement, and the free invitations of the gospel. “Re- 

ntance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ,” must 
Fe urged upon them as immediate duties. They must be told, and told 
often, that the only hindrance to their salvation is the total depravity 
of their hearts, their love of sin, and their opposition to the holy re- 
quirements of the gospel. They must be taught their indispensable 
need of the influences of the Spirit of God, for renovation and sancti- 
fication, and his willingness to work in them. They must be left, as 
the scriptures have left them, without excuse for their impenitency and 
unbelief. And they must be left under the conviction, that, if they 
perish, they perish by their own voluntary act. 

2. The minister of God should feel a spirit of benevolence for the 
whole world. He sees that, with a small deduction, “ the world lieth 
in wickedness.” He contemplates with pain the ignorance, error, 
superstition, idolatry, and wretchedness of the nations that are pagan. 
He beholds the unyielding prejudices of the blinded Jews ; the millions 
clinging to a grossly corrupted christianity; and the thousands of 
thousands devoted to the false prophet. The philosopher may devise 
schemes of reformation, but “ hath not God made foolish the wisdom | 
of this world?’ The mere philanthropist may look on this spectacle, 
and weep, but he has no adequate remedy. The minister of God 
feels as Paul felt at Athens, “ and his spirit was stirred in him, when 
he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.” He then feels it to be 
his duty, his honor, and his privilege, to aid in marshalling “ the sacra- 
mental host of God’s elect,” and leading them on to evangelical 
triumph, “ with the weapons of our warfare, which are not carnal, but 
mighty, through God, to the pulling down of strongholds.” The Lord 
is his strength, and his shield, who hath said, “ All the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvation of our God ;” “ all shall know me from 
the least to the greatest ;” and who hath said of Zion, “ The gentiles 
shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.” 
These are some of the promises of God, for the enlargement of his 
church ; and on these his minister relies, assured that the “ gates of 
hell shall not prevail against her;” but that she shall increase, till 
“ the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea.” The “ world lying in wickedness,” 
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calls for ardent benevolence of spirit, and untiring labors, while the 
promises and the grace of God give full assurance of final and com- 
plete success. 

3. The minister of God must approve himself as such by a spirit 
of charity. He must be “ given to hospitality.” He is not to neglect 
the temporal wants or bodily sufferings of others, when it is in his 
power to supply the one, and to assuage or remove the other. I, how- 
ever, propose to consider the spirit of charity in its more extensive 
sense. The minister of God must be charitable in judging the opinions 
and actions of other men. The spirit of charity will lead him to put 
the most favorable construction on both, that the case will, in truth, 
permit. The Apostle Paul has given us a most attractive description 
of this heavenly grace. Amongst other characteristics, he s 
“ Charity suffereth long and is kind; charity envieth not; chan 
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, thinketh no evil, beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.” 
“ And (he adds) now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three ; but the 
greatest of these is charity.” The spirit of charity will neither bring 
a false accusation against any, nor designedly aggravate that which 
is just. This spirit is utterly opposed to a censorious, fault-finding 
spirit, that would vauntingly boast of its possessors,-“ Ye are the 
people, and wisdom shall die with you ;” and would confidently erect 
them into infallible oracles of truth, and unerring standards of right, 
and would say in its heart, “ stand by thyself; come not near to me; 
for I am holier than thou.” 

An uncharitable spirit is a selfish, exclusive spirit. It has done 
much, and continues to do much, to destroy the unity of Christ’s 
church, to mar her beauty, and to hinder her prosperity. This spirit, 
so unlike the spirit of the gospel, is sometimes seen, even in good 
men. It manifested itself in the amiable disciple John, and met an 
instant and solemn rebuke from his divine master: “ And John an- 
swered and said, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, 
and we forbade him, because he followeth not with us. And Jesus 
said unto him, Forbid him not ; for he that is not against us is for us.” 
Again, when this same disciple and James saw that a Samaritan vil- 
lage would not receive their Master, “ because his face was as though 
he would go to Jerusalem,” “ they said, Lord, wilt thou that we 
command fire to come down from heaven, even as Elias did?’ But he 
turned and rebuked them, and said, “ Ye know not what manner of spirit 
ye are of.” In the face of these solemn rebukes from the divine Jesus 
himself, no man can approve himself as “ the minister of God,” by a 
selfish, uncharitable, and exclusive spirit. 

4, The minister of God must approve himself as such by a spirit of 
brotherly kindness. This is a trait of character much insisted on in 
the holy scriptures, and it should be very prominent in the ministry 
of the gospel ; if they would exert a salutary influence in the church 
of God, and upon the world. The estimation in which the blessed 
Jesus holds this spirit, may be learned from his own words, in his last 
interview with his disciples, before he suffered, in which he says: 
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“These things I command you that ye love one another. Neither 
pray I for these alone ; but for them also who shall believe on me 
through their word; that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art 
in me, and IJ in thee ; that they also may be one in us; that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me.” And the Apostle Paul writes: 
« Be kindly affectionate one to another, with brotherly love ; in honor 
referring one another ;” and again, “ Let brotherly love continue.” 
is spirit in ministers of the gospel will have a hallowed influence on 
themselves, on the church of God, and on the world. This spirit will 
neither envy a brother’s good name, nor lightly take up an ill report 
of him ; but it will defend his reputation as the property of the church. 
It will sympathize in a brother’s trials and afflictions, and pour the 
healing balm into his wounded heart. It will admonish and reprove 
with tenderness and affection, not for self-gratification, but for his 
rofit. 

This spirit of brotherly kindness, in its character and manifestation, 
stands directly opposed to a spirit of ambition and self-aggrandizement. 
This unholy ambition Jesus rebuked, saying to his disciples, contending 
among themselves who should be greatest; “ Whosoever will be 
chief among you, let him be your servant ;” and again, “ he that is 
least among you all, the same shall be great.” This guilty ambition 
has made havoc in the church. It was this that raised “ the man of 
sin,” the “ son of perdition,” to great power, “ who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God.” And from age to age 
the same unholy spirit, under various pretexts, has wrought much evil 
in the church of Christ, and doth still work. 

5. The minister of God must approve himself as such, by a spirit of 
meekness. Meekness has respect to the temper with which we receive 
and treat that which we conceive to be said or done by others, to our 
injury. It implies a forbearing, gentle, and forgiving disposition; free 
from a desire of retaliation and revenge. It is a fruit of the Holy 
Spirit ; for, says the Apostle Paul, “ The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance.” To Timothy he writes, “ The servant of the Lord must not 
strive, but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient ; in meekness 
instructing those that oppose themselves.” And to Titus he writes, 
“ Put them in mind, to speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but 
gentle, showing all meekness to all men.” To the Corinthians he 
says, “ Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it; being 
defamed, we entreat.” This is the example of an apostle; but we 
have a pattern still higher, even Jesus Christ, “ who suffered for us, 
leaving us an example that we should follow his steps; who, when he 
was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; 
but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously.” And he has 
pronounced his blessing on this character, saying, “ Blessed are the 
meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” Who would not be moved to 
admire and imitate the spirit of the blessed Jesus? who, when his 
enemies were reviling and crucifying him, prayed, “ Father, forgive 
them, they know not what they do.” The minister of God must expect 
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to be assailed with slanders, revilings, and many provocations, which 
will try him sorely. Nevertheless, he must obey the command of his 
Lord, who says, “ Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use 
you and persecute you.” And let him be sustained and comforted by 
the words of Jesus Christ : “ Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, 


for my sake.” 


The spirit of meekness is a necessary and important trait in the cha- 
racter of the private christian ; it is not less essential in the minister of 
God, who should be “an example to the flock.” In times of excite- 
ment and controversy, he should be especially watchful, and cultivate 
the spirit of meekness. And while he “ earnestly contends for the faith, 
which was once delivered unto the saints,” and while he would “ stand 
fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free,” he must do 
neither with “ carnal weapons.” The minister of God should not per- 
mit himself to use ridicule, or harsh, unkind and provoking epithets, or 
opprobrious names ; but leave such weapons to those, who do not pro- 
fess to be either the disciples or ambassadors of the “ meek and lowly” 
Jesus. The use of such weapons is utterly inconsistent with the spirit 
of the gospel; mars the peace of him who wields them ; injures the 
church ; wounds the Saviour in the house of his friends; delights the 
enemies of the cross ; and helps the prince of darkness in his destructive 
work. O that the time were come, when Zion’s warfare should be 
wholly and unitedly against the kingdom of darkness, and waged with 
her own appropriate armor, which is “ mighty, through God, to the 
pulling down of strongholds.” 

6. The minister of God must approve himself as such, by a zealous 
spirit. The magnitude, the difficulty, and the important consequences 
of his ministry, demand that his whole soul should be engrossed with it, 
and at all times. An office is important according to the object to be 
accomplished, and the results of success or failure. The office of the 
ministry was instituted by the great Head of the church, for reconciling 
sinners to God; and thereby promoting their holiness, and securing 
their happiness. When the minister of God looks at the extent of his 
divine commission, involving the glory of God, the edification of the 
church, and the salvation of immortal beings now under condemnation, 
his soul is overwhelmed with the vastness of his trust and the greatness 
of his work. Again, he looks up to the countless host of happy spirits, 
redeemed from the earth through the instrumentality of the ministry ; 
and then turns his eye downward, and beholds the unending agony and 
despair of those, who would not believe; and he feels an anxious con- 
cern and renewed zeal for those, who yet have a day of grace, and 
resolves to be “ instant in season and out of season” for their salvation. 


No office is so full of anxiety, watching and labour, and of such 


eventful consequences, as the office of the minister of God; and there- 
fore no other demands such untiring and burning zeal. No office is so 
unspeakably terrible to the unfaithful, as the sacred office to the un- 


faithful minister. 


He is set as a “ watchman on the walls of Zion,” 
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and if he warn not men of the coming danger, and point not to the 
Lamb of God for refuge, and they perish, their blood will be required at 
his hand: the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. The faithful minister 
«is unto God a sweet savor of Christ, in them that are saved, and in 
them that perish ; to the one he is the savor of death unto death ; and 
to the other the savor of life unto life.” For his encouragement, God 
says, by ‘the prophet Daniel, “They that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament ; and they, that turn many to righteousness, 
as the stars for ever and ever.” 

Now it is not every kind of zeal that is approved of God, or useful 
to the church. Nay, there has been much fiery zeal in all ages, which, 
like Saul’s, has made havoc of the church, in unholy ambition for selfish 
or party ends. The zeal, which will approve the minister of God as 
such, is kindled by the Spirit of God, at his own holy altar. _ Its object 
is the glory of God, in the salvation of men; and its guide is not human 
wisdom or expediency, but the infallible word of God. *This hallowed 
zeal will show, by its spirit and labors, that it is not from self, or for 
selfish ends ; but from God and for God. Much-“ wood, hay, and stub- 
ble” are frequently built, by unholy zeal, with “the gold, silver and 
precious stones.”” The minister of God is imperfect and fallible ; and 
he has a great work to do, involving infinite consequences of good or 
ill. Well then may he cry out and say, “ Who is sufficient for these 
Me But he may add with encouraged heart, “ Our sufficiency is 
of God.” 

7. The minister of God must approve himself as such, by a spirit of 
holy confidence in God, through Jesus Christ. 

The confidence, of which we speak, is opposed to despondency. De- 
spondency impairs resolution and effort, and if it amount to despair, it 
prevents both. To despair utterly of effecting any good, either in our- 
selves or others, without divine aid, is right and is a duty. But to de- 
spair of the Grace of God, in the right use of the appointed means, is to 
dishonor God and commit sin by unbelief. 

Holy confidence in God is also opposed to presumption. Presump- 
tion expects the end, without using the appropriate means to accomplish 
it. This arises generally from incorrect views of the sovereignty of 
God, and of the manner in which he is pleased to deal with his rational 
creatures. The minister of God is his agent or instrument; and it is 
his duty, in all cases, to employ the means which God has ordained, 
and to look to God for his grace to make them more effectual. “ Paul 
planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase,” is the true doc- 
trine on this subject. Therefore, in the economy of God, we have no 
more warrant to expect the end without the means, than to expect the 
end by the means, without the grace of God. It is asinful abuse of the 
sovereignty of God, to charge our want of success upon that, when it 
may be chargeable to our own lukewarmness, indolence and unbelief, 
or to the neglect of the appointed means. 

The minister of God must, therefore, as every other christian, be dili- 
gent in the use of the proper means, to cherish a holy spirit withip him, 
and look with filial confidence to God, through Jesus Christ, Yor his 
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spirit to render the means effectual. And so likewise must he act, and 
so must he trust, in every duty incumbent on him as a christian ; that 
he may set forth a lively example of the religion of the gospel. 

But, in addition to this, the minister of God has many arduous duties 
to perform, and severe trials to endure, which are peculiar to his office 
and his work ; he therefore needs grace to fit him for these. But what- 
ever may be his difficulties or exigencies, while conscientiously dis- 
charging his duties, according to the word of God, he may repose an 
unshaken trust in God, for grace and strength according to his day. 
While he is unwearied in striving to improve his ministerial qualifica- 
tions ; and while, “ instant in season and out of season,” preaching the 
gospel in public, or from house to house, or in whatever work 
of the gospel he is engaged, he must look, with humble and firm faith, 
to God to give success. So that, while he diligently and faithfully 
uses the appointed means to accomplish the great objects of his ministry, 
he must rely, with a believing heart, on the blessing of God for their 
efficiency. God does sometimes withhold his blessing from the labors 
of his minister, either on account of his own sin or self-confidence, to 
humble him ; or on account of the sin of the church (as he did with the 
Jews, when they brought not “ the tithes into his storehouse”) ; and this 
he does, until the obstacle be removed by repentance and reformation. 

As in his duties, so under his trials, the minister of God must ap- 
prove himself as such, by confiding in him. Trials he must expect of 
various kinds, often hard to bear, and not unfrequently from unexpected 
sources ; yet his trust in God should never fail or falter, when he is in 
the way of his duty, knowing, as the apostle John says, that “ greater 
is he that is in you, than he that is in the world ;” and knowing, too, 
who has said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee ;” “ and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the world.” Under his severest 
trials, the minister of God should bear in mind the sore trials and af- 
flictions of the patriarchs and prophets ; the grievous persecutions and 
sufferings of the apostles ; and the cruel bonds and deaths of God’s 
martyred ministers ; and he should firmly and cheerfully endure the 
less, by that faith in God through Christ, by which they endured the 
greater, and of which they have left an example for his encouragement 
and imitation. And let him “look unto Jesus—and consider him that 
endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest he be wearied 
and faint in his mind.” 

In discoursing of the spirit which should characterize the ministers of 
God, I might descend into many more particulars. I might speak of 
an humble spirit; a faithful spirit, a patient spirit, and the like, as em- 
braced in the general terms, “a holy spirit ;” but all these are neces- 
sarily included in those upon which I have enlarged, and inseparable 
from them. 

If | have sketched with truth, according to the scriptures, the spirit 
which becomes the sacred office, we cannot fail, my brethren, to per- 
ceive, that it is our duty to cherish and improve it. And the improve- 
ment should begin in the spirit of devotion to God. This should be 
humb&, ardent, submissive, heavenly, and engrossing. It should per- 











_ and 
that 


luties 
office 
vhat- 
» dis- 
se an 
day. 
‘fen. 
y the 
work 
faith, 
fully 
istry, 
their 
abors 
ce, to 
h the 
d this 
on. 

st ap- 
ect of 
ected 
is in 
‘eater 
» too, 
lo, I 
yerest 
id af- 
s and 
3700's 
re the 
dd the 
ment 
1 that 
-aried 


ers of 
ak of 
S em- 
1eces- 
rable 


spirit 

per- 
rove- 
ild be 
| per- 





THE SPIRIT OF THE GOSPEL MINISTRY. 191 


yade the whole soul, diffuse itself through all the feelings, and manifest 
itself in all the words and actions of the minister of God. Where this 
heavenly spirit of devotion to God is either wanting, or feeble and in- 
constant, we cannot expect a right spirit towards man. The spirit of 
devotion to God, is the spring and fountain of the spirit of benevolence, 
charity, brotherly kindness, and meekness towards man; so that the 
latter cannot exist without the former. In the contemplation of the 
compassion, forbearance, and loving kindness of God, we, by the Holy 
Ghost, partake, in a measure, of the same spirit towards our fellow 
men. 

1. The minister of the gospel occupies a prominent station in the 
world. He is commissioned, as the ambassador of Christ, to the work 
of God ; and he is to be a co-worker with him in the salvation of men. 
If, then, he would keep “ a conscience void of offence toward God, and 
toward men,” he must exercise “ a holy spirit,” and never suffer a spirit 
of jealousy, envy, or ill-will, to have place in his breast ; no, not for a 
moment. Sucha spirit would, like a canker, eat out the spirit of devo- 
tion and brotherly kindness. 

2. The glory of God demands, in his ministers, “a holy spirit,” con- 
formable to himself. They are his ambassadors, his representatives 
before the world ; and they should, therefore, resemble him, in his kind 
and benevolent disposition. If the minister of God would glorify him, 
he must do the work of God in the spirit of God. A contrary spirit has 
lighted the fires of persecution, and has filled the dungeons of the inqui- 
sition, and other prison-houses, with victims. An unhallowed spirit, 
wherever it exists in those who “ bear the vessels of the Lord,” will 
derogate from the glory of God, and operate against the interests of 
Zion. And no gifts or zeal can supply the place of a holy, charitable 
and benevolent spirit in the ministry, or atone for its absence. “ Herein” 
(says Jesus Christ) “is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit.” 
And again, “ Ye shall know them by their fruits.” “Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles 2” 

3. The prosperity of the church demands a holy spirit in the ministry. 
The church will partake of the spirit of the ministry; whether it be 
the spirit of truth or the spirit of error; the spirit of holiness or the 
spirit of the world. And, therefore, as the ministry are appointed not 
only to preach the gospel and to “ feed the flock of God ;” but also to 
be “ examples to the flock ;” it is incumbent on them to feel and to ex- 
hibit that spirit, which will edify the church, in the holy faith of the 
gospel. Alienations, jealousies, and uncharitable oppositions in the 
ministry, do greatly hinder the piety, unity, energy and success of the 
church of Christ, and are solemnly reproved by the word of God. 
There is a divine eloquence in the holy spirit of the ministry, far more 
impressive than the most brilliant talents, and the most refined oratory 
of man, devoid of this spirit. 

4. The salvation of the impenitent demands “ a holy spirit ” in the 
ministry. They look at those who profess to be the ministers of God, 
they carefully mark their conduct and scrutinize their spirit, and com- 
pare them with what the gospel requires them to be. If they see the 
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minister of God breathe the humble, holy spirit of the divine Master, 
and manifest it in his life and deportment, they deem him consistent 
and honest, and are, therefore, disposed the more to hearken to his 
warnings and exhortations. But when they see in him, who bears the 
sacred office, a selfish, envious, contentious, impatient, uncharitable or 
worldly spirit, they know that these and their like are contrary to the 
spirit of the gospel ; and their hearts are shut against conviction, and 
hardened against reproof. The mere office, dignified as it is, will not 
give the ministry influence for good, without that spirit and deportment 
which become the sacred trust. If, then, the minister of God would be 
useful, he must, by the aid of divine grace, cultivate a holy spirit in all 
its aspects and relations, whether in the closet or the study ; in the pul- 
pit or from house to house ; that thus he may make “ full proof of his 
ministry.” 

5. A holy spirit in the ministry, in full and constant exercise in all 
its relations, is impressively demanded by the circumstances of our day. 
The world is in a state of great commotion, and the church has par- 
taken largely of the excitement. Old foundations in society have been 
shaken or broken up ; new theories are advanced, and novel experi- 
ments are tried. In the times upon which we have fallen, it has pleased 
God to rebuke his churches, by permitting divisions and controversies 
in most of them; and threatening the remainder with a yet more fear- 
ful result. The history of our own branch of the church may teach us 
a useful lesson. Less than a century and a half ago, a little vine was 
planted in this land; it grew, and its branches spread far and wide, 
and thousands and thousands reposed under its shade, and did eat of its 
goodly clusters. Peradventure, when we looked upon its beauty and 
strength, we forgot the hand that had planted and that had watered it 
with the dews of heaven ; and God was displeased, and permitted that 
vine to be torn, its beauty marred, and its strength impaired. Ovr duty 
is, to receive the rebuke submissively ; to confess our sin, and to be 
humble under the chastening of the Lord. By the division of our once 
united, influential, and happy church, we are thrown into controversy, in 
defence of those principles, which we conscientiously believe to be accord- 
ing to the scriptures of truth, and the standardsof our church. While we 
may not be able to avoid controversy, consistently with our duty to God 
and his church, let its character be softened by “a holy spirit ;” and 
let it be exclusively directed to its legitimate objects, the defence of 
truth, and the maintenance of gospel liberty and order. Unholy and 
angry disputations advance neither truth nor piety, but they excite and 
gratity unhallowéd passions and wound the Savior in the house of his 
riends. 

And now, beloved brethren in the ministry, let us ever look to the 
spirit of God, in the use of his appointed means, to inspire us, at all 
times, with that holy spirit of devotion to God, and good-will to men, 
by which alone we can “ approve ourselves as the ministers of God.” 
Let us always be found in this spirit, and in the faithful discharge of 
our duty, trusting in God through Jesus Christ for his help, his pro 
tection, and his blessing. 
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